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Searching for the IntersectingMasonic and

Political World of Henry Clay

John W. Bizzack and Dan M. Kemble

This research appears in The Rubicon Masonic Society Transactions, Volume 1, 2023. The research is a product of
the collaborative work between Lexington Lodge No.1, the William O. Ware Lodge of Research, and the Rubicon
Masonic Society.

INTRODUCTION

C ince 1853 tdeast a dozemportant, weltesearched books have been published about most all aspects
of thelife of Henry Clay.

Whil e references t oarédurayindnanpfthess titisgs, W examinE hiss e ma s o
involvement in the fraternity with any depth. Most treat that part of his life as merelylzayater his

ascension to national acclaim as a stateSpeakeof theU.S.House of
Representatives, Senator, tfirae presidential candidate, Secretary of
Stateandjuristwho turned down a nomination to the Supreme €ourt.
Cl ayds mar k oonmsidetethySome toibeslarger thgat iofs
the men who defeated him for president: John Quincy Adams, Andrew
Jackson, and James K. Polk.

This writing is not intendedtobér oad exami nati on
political life and work. Those elements are sufficiently adaiessdtere.
What is not sufficiently addressed is the connection between Clay the
Freemason and Clay the celebrated statesman.

Numerous papers written by Masons abouta@agvailabl@he material
covershis political accomplishmeandsays littl@bout his Masonic
affiliation.In most of these papeendin the sketches found on a few
Masonic websites, his remarkable political career is summarized, his notable

oratoricakkills praise&ndL i n c o | npdasingélay's a@egoiion to liberty and acdlagrhim aghe
man "the times have demanded" often app#af the encomiums devoted to Clay are undoubtedly
deservedJsually, there & sectiorabout his Masonic recorgtingthe Masonic rankee heldFindinghis
specific accomplishments while in those positiomgeverseemso have been overlookedforgotten

12018Henry Clayhe Man Whiould Be Presidemes C. Klotter, 20&ary Clay: The Essential Alarichs. Heidler and Jeanne T. Heitlenr$991,

Clay: Statesman for the Boimert Vincent Remini, 2606, Clay the Lavidgairge D. Prentice, Biography of Hearffdtth$amuel Hanmer, Jr.John Jay
Phelps, New York, 18&drice G. Baxter, 284lry Clay: America's Greatest Stdtetoma@iles Unger, R618jca's Great Debate: Henry Clay, Stephen A.
Douglas, and the Compromise That Preseryé&atgad MidBordewich, 20tH& Edge of the Precipice: Henry Clay and the Compromise That Saved the
Robert V. Remini, 204 Family Legacy of Henry Clay: In the Shadow of a KenitutsgyPamdeci 888rew Jackson vs. Henry Clay: Democracy and
Development in Antebellum Ar@erica. Watson, TBE&3| ife and Speeches of He@ry@iages, publisher, J. L. Gihon, PhiladelphiaTh85BuES04,

Henry Clajpseph M. Rogers,

2Maurice G. Battiemry Clay the Lawyeversity Press of Kentucky, 2000.
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This furthers a curiosity as maybavinflonemce€CHisagtidged r el a
thus possibly influeadthe course of not only the development of Kenfuekylso that othe naion.

This question ieft unanswereitht Masonic writings. Naturally, we wouldtbkiainkthat his life

accomplishments had something tevdb him being a Masoperhaps it did at times in his.[ifaere is

little, howeverto show that Freemasonry served as a consistentirugdderC | ényagtswhédn ihi$ leng

career is examineddontextwith the timegscuriosityis not satisfied.

One would think that because of the attachMesbns mak C| ay 6 s st at disMagamies hi p I
career wasxemplanandparalled hispublic life Clay left no such recoide is remembered today for his

public accomplishments and sengndnot for his Masonic membership beyond sitting as a Master of a
Lodge and Grand Master of his jurisdictut.Claywasa man ohisperiodd anera in which there was at

least the perception of ancillary valuie Freemasonngo, in the absence of records that offer insight to

his Masonic worlgnany Masoniesearcheiare left taelyon contemporarivasonic writers who wrote

alout Claymerely recouirtg his public and political life.

The idea of the fraternity promoting Freemasonry by affiliation with tkeavell is not new.Many men

who happened to be Freemasons and were also notable men iarbigtiadyratech such a way that
unintentionally suggests their Masonic affiliation was responsible for their diStiecindarence is the

deeds of notable meomehow legitimizes Freemasonry. Masonry, of course, needs no such legitimization.
The lessons of Freemasonry transcend time and place and are applicable in any era.

Clay, although young and new to Lexingtoen he arrived in 1788m Virginiawould have been

welcomed ahelodgehejoined.The members of that period were largely the men who were connected to
the founding of Lexingtobusiness owners, politicians, educators, judges, and others who were considered
the movers and shakers of the commuréywas a lawyer, wefioke, and almost as soon as he arrived in
Lexington, he became acquaimigd thetownd Isusinessmen, wealthy landowrsardpoliticiansin

addition hiscousinwas a founding membafrthe onlyMasonidodge in Lexingtoat the timeC | ay 0 s
burgeonindegal and political career did not résuih his being made a Mason, but it certainly didiowt
downhis rise in status and reputafiothe communityand then the state April 1799, a year after

arriving in Lexington from Virginia, Clay married Lucretia Hart at the home of her father, Colonel Thomas
Hart, an early settler of Kentucky and a prominent businessman and landowner. Hart proved to be an
important business cagetion for Clayhelpinghim gain new clientnd grow in professional stature. In

fact , Hart was Clayds first chowwewver, Cwagdo€! ayb
General Greene Clay, the largest landowner in Kentucky at thadiakerry Master, distiller, agriculturist,
former surveyor and veteran of the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812. Greene Clay was also a formé
Virginia legislator, and the first Senior Wanfleexington Lodge No. 25 in 17881789 became the

second Master of the Lodge.

4Richard Andrew BerfenArchitects of Eighi€entiary Englisiemasonry, 142040 Thesis for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy by Research in Histg
University of Exeter, Exeter, Devon, Southwest England, United Kingdom, 15 December 2010, Chaptend MdsteRsse of the Noble Gr
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Clayds involvemento in Freemasonry appears
follow the samexample of some .&nd 19 T e .
century Masons who affiliated with the fraternity fo
those reasons that are subordinate to the aim and
purpose of the CrafSeemingly, Clay sought
connections and networkiragher than a path to
seltimprovementlt is no secret that while
Freemasonrgouldaffirm and validate the ideals
thatmany memlready heJd/asonic Lodges were
fertile ground for those desiring to network and
connect with likeninded men in their communities
that might helpheadvancement of career and

. Ashland, the home of Henry Clay.
business Buit circa 1808n his 60Acre estate.

It can only b@resumedhatClaybecamevellversed

in Masonrywith histwentyfour years as a Mason and
elecion to two highMasonimffices. Later in his life,
howeverheadmittedhathe was not what he called a
Obri ght thamtextofthe tinies it cabe
construed that whenembership ifreemasonrywas

no longer expedient, he chose not to participate in the
labor,or theconversations of the day, or conteéiat
solving existing challendlest existed in the

Institution

. _ Twentieth century Masonic scholar, Henry W, @aif
Coutesy o e B oo o oo Ve describal] 'y 6 s Mabess W vootedtatr @ e r
Cl ayods t i coeldanlybeMalahgloriousin
comparison with his long, brilliant political contributions.
Kentuckyds | ongestH.Ber viGrmgntGr aunrdbt e drhaattarCyl ay wig
Freemason, as the recor ds &bfitGrart, andtBosawhdmdy bagege ab
believed thathen or nowhave failed to offepecifiexamplesfthatd abundant 6 proof . S
believe that Grant offered that praise becaus® €lays veas anly gegunctory in his year as Grand Master

Al t hough Grantds emergence as a-cfemrtae yi d atthea ,GrC

approachmay have pleased Grant who was often thought of as thethelsicehes Grand Master during
his thirtyfive years of uninterrupted occupation of the Assistant and Grand Secrefary chair.

In the absence of that proof, we are left mnéxamin€ | aincd@rpleteviasonic record ithe contextof
hisascensioto high titlesandagainst the backdroptit accomplishments asetbackfrom a remarkable
political careen which he gained the esteemed reputation for which he is primarily known

56 k| @ -  WEncyclopedialof Freensdganoy, 1961, 1995.

6H.B. Grampings of the Grand Lodge of KE328t890, Masonic Home Book and Job Office, 1900.

7Grant served the Grand Lodge of Kentucky for 35 years beginning as Assistant Grand Secretary 1877,
and Grand Secretary ten years later until his death on AGyastd2%d@d ProceeNimgslogy Report, 1912.
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THEOFFEICIAL SURVIVINGIMASONIC:RECORD 'OF HENRY CLAY

On November 17, 1788e Grand Lodge of Virginia chartered Lexington Lodge No. 25 in the Kentucky
territory over which it held jurisdictidie Lodge was-aesignated aexington Lodg®&lo. 1 when the
Grand Lodge of Kentucky was formed in 1800.

Surprisinty to most Masons, Clay first appears in official Masonic records in 1802 as Junior Warden at
Lexington Lodge No.He would haveeen twentfive years old at the time.

Only two official Masonic records (Returns) from Lexington Lodge No. 25 exist fref80@88ne
Return was for 1794nd the otheoneis dated December 1799. Clay moved to Lexington from Virginia in
1797. His name does not appear on the 1799 Return that lists all mdrelzargtoh Lodgélo. 258

AnnualReturns for Kentucky lodges do not appear in the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky unt
1802, when Clay was noted as Junior Warden of Lexington Lodgaséaekultthe exactdate he was

initiated is unknown. Amost,he was a Mason for two years prior to election tprihaipalo f f i cer s ¢

All records and minutes of Lexington Lodge No. 25 and No. 1 were destroyed in a fire in 1819. In 1836, a
second fire destroyed the lodge faaitity destroyeall records from 1821836

Notwithstanding, it isighly likelyhatClay was namember of Lexington Lodge No.1 prior to 1&Dily
the Grand Lodge proceedings prove his membership.

Aside from being elected Master in 1820, Clay is not recorded as holding any other elected or appointed
Masonic office dtexington Lodge No., br atany other subordinate lodge in Kentucky.

Grand Lodge records tell us that Clay was appointed to a Grand Lodge committee in 1806 to assist in
preparing a constitution for the Grand Lodge. There is no retatepmoceedingsf his direct

involvement in that workeyond the appointment to the committeewig notcontrary taclaims by some
Kentucky Masonattributed in proceedingsasghor of thdirst Constitution for the Grand Lodge of
Kentucky.

He was appointed Grand Orat@nd held that position from 1807 through 1819, but there is no record of
any presentations he may have made at an Annual CommumicditienMasonic eveswr about the

labors he performed during those years in that capacity. He served on a Grand Lodge committee in 1813 that

was chargedith examinin@pow to raise funds for a new Grand Masonic Ha#ximgtonandwas elected
Grand Master in August 1820 (there was no progressive line practice commonly used in that period).

8John W. Bizz&cummarizing History of Lexington Lodge-20d.91L éxi@8ton Lodge No. 1, Preservation Committee, BSF Foundation, Lexington,2019.

9IBID.

0Qrator is recorded in English since ¢.1374, meaning "one who pleads or argues férarezhraedpifichagkhateufl4th century), Latin orator
("speaker"), framarg"speak before a court or assembly; plead"), derivedrfdefuadpedo base (*t pronounce a ritual formula”). The modern
meaning of the word, "public speaker”, is attested from c.1430 HaymodnOreiols lgeointdoythe Grand Mastegurisdiction, and their
appointment usually lasts one year. Topics for their orations are generally chosen by the author, einchatémby theyGrardsMifisteiuties of
the Grand Orator has evolved since the use of them appeared in in early English Freemasonry whémptbeingnitiasndutesfmvo)\develop and
advance Masonic knowledge to lodges with the aim of fostedieyeloposityEastnderstanding.

1 Annual Proceedings, Grand Lodge of Kerit852y lLl&8gidgton Lodge No. 1 recorti824788
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S . Mas After 1822 Clayismentioned in Grand Lodge Proceedings only
urprising to most Mas three timedde wasfirst listed as a visitor to the Annual
. . Communication in 1829, which was strange since he déwgtted
Clay first appears in of yearsarlierandsecondlyn 1852 when his death was announced
; - and $250 was approved by the Grand Lodge as a contribution
Masonic recordsin 18( toward a monument at his grave site in Lexiagton.

Junior' Warden at The third time Clay is mentioned in Grand Lodge records is six
Lexington Lodge No.1. VYears later at the 1858 Annual Communication. During the Address
to the Craft, Phillip Swigert, the outgoing Grand Master, stated that
Henry Clay was a remarkable man of thé/astonic periad
crediting him with being instrument al in callin|g
a National Uni®Hewentontobay hfat ao&f hietry hé [ Cl ay] beclam
immersed in political matters and was so much absent from Kentucky, that until 1847 or 1848, he did not
afterwards attend the Grand Lodge. 6 Perhaps, as| S
communicationster but was simply not mentioned in the record as he was iff b®22hen it appears
the Grand Master was stunningly unaware that Clay had demitted in 1824 and waameatioeger
member of the Masonic fraternity.

No recordexistof the six months Clay served as Master of Lexington Lodge No. 1 except for his name
appearing in the Annual Returns made to the Grand (Amlggal Returnthat customarily repdtie

names of all members and officers of IgdBesause of the firzat destroyerecords of the lodgehat is
known to have taken place at Lexington Lodge No. 1 duking y &ispiegeeé tagetber primarily through
written histories of the city and state, biographies of its notable citizens, letters, newspaper accounts of the
period, and Grand Lodge Proceedings. Clayds name
in cannection to Freemasonry in those y&atis the exception of those seven entries made in Grand Lodge
records.

Masonicistorian®ften mention and celebrate Clagsgeciallgo manyMasons in his home state,
because he was elected Master of his Lodge in 1820 and elected Grand Master of Kentucky in the same year.
While that circumstance suggesteworthyachievemestresultinfromC|l ay 6s | eader ship |in
there is a lesser told backstory.

2 Annual Proceedings, Grand Lodge of Kerit862y 1800
B3Philip Swiggert, Grand Master, Address to the Craft, Annual Communication, Grand Lodge of Kentucky Proceedings, 1859.
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The fact ismany of the Masteas Lexington Lodge No.id the years befof@l ay 6 s aneforeome i o n ,
years after hintypically served grasixmonthtermunless relected for the remainder of the year. Clay
served as Mastenly through the first part @B20, themvaselected Grand Master in the secondgfahtat
yeawhen he wagPast Master. He was not

both Master of his Lodge and Grand Master i

the same time. Moreover, the year Clay was The meeting has been charac
elected Grand Mastée followed in the

footstepsof seven previous Masters of his lod  several Masonic writers (and the
who were also elected Grand Mastefact, the

Grand Master he followed, Samuel Hughes  other writings byht@sons) as bein
Woodson, waaPast Master of Lexington

Lodge No.1. historic'/Masonic event that C
arranged that supposedly demotr

THEIMASONICNOTITEESIXTH deep commitment to Freemasor

ATTEMPTTO/INITIATE THE/FORMATIC . ;

A NATIONAL/GRAND LLODGE 0.me e t Masogsshad evef takei

. . in the Senate. Chamber. Mar .

I f there is anything e wi l

bestrongly associatédthe factual history of Masonic writings allude to tha

American Freemasonry, aside from being ele

as Master of his Lodge and Grand Master of meeting as if it were a Mason

Kentuckyijt is that he waat least nominallgin

advocate for establishing a National Grand Communication, which it Clear|§7 '
Lodge in the United States. His involvement

that movementame in whadctuallywasthe

sixth out of nine times between 1779 and 18!

thatsuch a call was made in American

Freemasonry. This sixth attempt is primarily

known because the meeting to initiate the call took place in the Senate Chamber of the Capitol in
WashingtoyD.C. and wathe firsttime a Masonic event had ever taken place inside the Capitol. That
meeting occurred on Margh1822, eight months after Clay completed his term as Grand Master of
Kentucky.

By that year, Clay, aside from his elected positions in the Order, wasvediBaulywn successful lawyer,

large landowner, agriculturist, sheep, cattle, and horse breeder, former Speaker of the House in Kentucky,
Th Speaker of the House of Representatives in the U.S. Congress, United StagtaadbGpaotantial

presidential candidate.

the



The meeting has been characterizathiatoric Masonic event
that Clay had arrange@monstratingis deep commitment
toFreemasonfg i nce no Omeetingso of
taken place in the Senate Chamber. Many of the Masonic
* writings allude to that March meeting as if it were a Masonic
:22:,;_;«&‘ mﬂef’u?.m.m Stated Communication, which it clearly wa% nbtwas,
Es S e T e S Do howevertaking placeo8l ay 6s home tur f, a
i ”:.'.;':;';::d'. e e S . where attention could be drawn to not only his standing as a
kim0 Past Grand Master, but as a verykmelvn and popular
3 e Bl national political figusgith abright political future

of FNcn nonsfmn various ;m

composed of Members of Cony
bled at the Capitol, in the city
1822, Brother Tuoxas R,
and Brother Wittiax Danvive
of Pennsylvania, Secretary, an

Renslved, That, in the o]
pedient, for the general intere
stitute a General Grand Lodge of the Unite
ed, That it be proposed to the s
Lodges in the United States to take the subj
their serious consideration, at their next annual

~Masonic:Noti eélrzlvn.amnmPagmmﬁ 7;‘-
822 rmeetil H H H . .
Seﬁéi@ﬁ&"'g'oﬁqh“r tﬁr;g‘,.ewl | The invitation carried £ he ti

t0 agree on t hpages’(;f'thhﬂddwma"‘

The invitation appeared in an unusual way Matienal
Intelligencere first newspaper published in Washingtah
whichpublishedhe debatesf the United States Congré&ss.

oThose members of Congress who belong to the Masonic

Fraternityandthose visitors of the city who are or have been

members of any State Grand Lodge, are respectively invited to

attend a meeting to be held in the Senate Chamber, this

evening, at 7 o'clock, to take into consideration matters of
general interest to the Masonic institui#én

That omatter of generirghGeanerd @rane lsodgé in theeUnited Stated t o e
would involve a resolutidtentifying reasons firas welhsoutliningthe steps to be taken to form éne.

Severout ofthetwentyfour Grand Lodgéurisdictions semelegates to this meeting. @beetits of the
otherseventeenxisting Grand Lodges in 18@%enot whetted by thignvitationtod i scuss t he on
gener al Intheend Grand ltodgés provewvillingto compromise their sovereignty and
independence Iptedgingallegiance to a General Grand Lotdes all the five previous calls to consider
forming a National Grand Lodge, the 1822 initiative faifgdduce &onvention at al¢.

Kentucky Grand Lodge records tell us that by 1824 the af@t€eneral Grand Lodge had been settled.

In addition to Kentucky rejecting the ideatoo did the Grand Lodgeshaine Massachusejtslissouri,

New Hampshire, North Carolifdputh Carolina, Ohi@andLouisiand® The facthatninejurisdictionsas

well as Kentucklyepresenting foriwo percent of Grand Lodges at the jjdescarddt he o mat t er
i nt eilusratdth® influencef somegurisdictios to affectthe thinking of otherthatremainedilent and

4Van Gord¥illiams Library and Archives, Digital Collections: Masurse Nwiobers of Congress who belong to the Masonic Fraternity..." Alternative
Circular regarding the creation of a Grand Lodge of the United Stateintga-fidigitag/show/483, accessed, January 2022.

B TheNational Intelligencer, & Washington Belgertiasravibeekly newspaper in the new city of Washington, D.C., on October 31, 1800. It claimed to be
"first Pape@rinted in Washington" and is remembered for its extensive coverage of the congressional debates tepirgithe early years of th

16Ray Baker HaBesquCentennial History Of The Grand Lodge Free And Accepted Masons Distdct 9Bl Q86 IGaan81bdge District Of
Columbiblttps://Www.Dcgrandlodge. OrgtiiBedimeemasonry.Hantessed January 2022aar@ordwvilliams Library and Archives, Digital Collections:
Masonic Notic€hose members of Congress who belong to the Masonic Fraternity..." Alternative Title Circular regdrtodpthefdteatioritetia Gra
States. Description @iriom appointed committee of eleven members submitted to several Grand Lodges and distributed among Masons concerni
establishment of a General Grand Lodge of the United States. Circular contains report of meeting helchemdaoftCentBags arhorzelong to the
Masonic Fraternity" as well as "visitors to the city who are or have been members of any state getaddbdgiberhadddischesIee establishment of

a national Grand Lodge. Includes list of Conbeitemrizest page: Henry Clay, William H. Winder, William S. Cardell, Joel Abbot, John Holmes, Henry
John H. Eaton, William W. Seaton, Christopher Rankin, Thomas R. Ross, and H. G. Burton, https://digi¥82)\acrasgech@diiet02&h

71bid.

18Albert G. Macky Encyclopedia of Freemdshumg 1, Moss & Company and A.G. Mackey, 1873.

9Grant.
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https://www.dcgrandlodge.org/history-of-dc-freemasonry.html

sern amessagm those behind the proposal thttempsto continuego pursuethe ideavould be invain
The fact thaClay was unable gainsupportfrom his home state senparticularlgiscouraginghnessage

The Committee on Foreign Correspondandeentuckyrecommended against sending delegates 1301822,

and in 1823 a select committee appointed to further examine the resiritiafl theetinghat was held

presented a scathing review of the propdsaicommitteedeclaredhatthecall fora National Grand
Lodgewasandinnovation 6 Their report was peppendghthsesti t h ot h
oimproper cunnecessary,alisurd) dimpracticab andoan unhallowed perversion of the Om@i€he

report concluded xpresimg suspiciorof politicalpurposes anbristled aainy hint of thenotionthat
Washingtomight bethelocationof a Grand National Lodger evera place taneet to discussich a

oOmat t er ,Obdcauseit woeld give Freemasonry
opolitical overtone®! Thatfinal remarlseems clearly a

volley directed at Clay. Clay was unable to muster

) _ fromeven tidrand Lodge
Clayds i nvol v efara general gnandtidig

may have rankled some, however, the fact that this was Kentucky whose appointe
sixth calspanning two generations of Masons since 177 . T

should havenore clearlgignaledhatsomething was not committéenounced participal
working well in the Institution of American Freemasonry  the movement for a Genera

Masonic leaders, writers, and researciieidebate that Lodge and were unwil
consideratiofasquite adew havior they canignore ifas is

most common. But the call itself, espegjalgn that there ~ 'f€COMmMend delegates from
werenin_e of them oveseventyeight years and four _ to attend such a conve
generations of Masqgmhiould have beamough to rae

such aralarm. The reasotisatit did not need to be

examined firsbecause thaixplains why there were so

many call&

Theregular calls finalgndedafter 185®ecausef themood of Masons and their Grand Lodges after nearly
five yearof nationalpheavain the 1860s as a result of the Civil War. By the end of thend@/an into

the next two decades, the astounding increase in membership and nesslodggsFreemasonry

moved into a different erndslowlyerasedheinstitutioralmemoryor concerns in American Freemasonry
about what had previously occurred

In 1779the first of the nine calls to discuss the formation of a National Granddicdbdgerecommendsa
such a Grand Lodge wipower to overseahe daily working of all sovereign Grand Lodges in America.

Thefinal paragraph of the petitipresentinghe first calincluded gleafor an immediate departure from

the current oversight GrandLodgegmeaning English, Irish, and Scottish and existing Grand Lodges in
America atthetim¢e]lo 60save us from the i mpending dangers
petition stated: O0To obtain security from those
recommend the adopting and pursuing the most necessary measuges ah toway thé most effective

way toavoidt hese oO0i mpendi ng danger GmandwoaesthetThirteenfJpited nt a

20Charles Snow GuKeigtucky Freemasonry;19783 The Grand Lodge and the Men Waahatedge of Kentucky, 1981.

2lGranGrand Lodge of Kentucky Annual Prb82aa g,

22By the 182€ rapid expansidnudrican Freemasoitgnembership dhnel chartering of so manywithgegnsurinifpe consistency of the
fundameniafrastructurecessary and deserved, led tovaidiesioafad oversiglalityeadershignd weilhstructed aim and purpose of the fraternity
cleared the way for the infectious thinking that such rapid expansion along was an effective measeréménitaifthe ssecefsavitisbnic
sentiments in this era, the 1826 Morgan Affair, the emergbtasooicaRolitital Party, the loss of over 60,000 members from the late 1820s through the
1840s, the continued calls for uniformity in ritual afuelecatevidenetoubled arguments in the defense of the notion that all was well in the governal
and administration of grand lodges overseeing theirsslictavagn

11

er

mid
nce




St at es 02F Tha tmeepetitiomsed theword® i N apdsaoaggest ed thatthes o me

proposedsrandMaster might also be authorized to create a grand lodge of America. However, later resear¢

untangld that notion and determidi¢hat such a proposed position of Grand Master would onliddve
the authority to preside over and govern Masonic conventions and the warranting of lodges in new territori
but no authority to oversee sovereign grand l&tges.

Regardless, due to suspicions
of GrandLodges (jealous for
theirown prerogatives and
influenced by the early ideas
and later politicaloctrine of
stat es 0 enthusagmt s )
for an overarching,

central Masonic authority was
unlikely from the stadf. such
aGrandLodge was ever going
to have a chance to oftard
accomplish what its
proponents claimed it would,
the birthwould have taken
place as a result of the fist
maybehe second or third
attempt to form one.

That1779call was to address
exacﬂy what the petition Depiction of the Dece@ih&779meeting of American Unior@edge ¢ ~ ® i @

: . Morristown, New Jerdesréhe first call waadeandoetitiomeado form a National Grand
presentecthepercelved solution The Petitismused wiplermission from the New York Museum and Histdiced &odidty

to the prObIeme restoringhe Petition; by John Ward Dunsmore, 1926; Oil on canvas; Overall: 44 x 60 in. (1:

ancient principles and discipline of

Masonrycorrectingd many i rarduill mpi @ [t fhige toipe se,séantabimdsdti ssi pat ed
abandoned ondi ti onso6 of | odandtso, 00sraevl eadx aFtrti doemm ansf anrreym d filreas

dangersf schisms and apostagy That alone should have been enough then, as it is now, to see that these
calls were not simply a result of seeking to alter the governance of the fraternity, but to bring about
meaningful change that would constructively advance the historicalmntant purpose of Freemasonry.

The resolution, adopted unanimously that evenidMgrch 9, 182%as that all Grand Lodges in America
be invited to attend a convention to take place in Washidgionin February 1823 to pursue the
establishment of a General Grand Lodle.details of how that might be structured, the powers and
authority it would have, and who would be invalkered noincluded irthe discussion.

No matter, Bhough not discussed at the mee@iay wasat least in the minds of maayd likely Clay

himself now in position for nominaticas the Grand Master of a General Grand Libdgeproposed
conventiortook placeHoweverresponseom Grand Lodges to the invitation were indecisive or
unenthusiastic, so a second call for the convention to meet the next year in February 1824 was made, but
conventiontoo, was cancelled due to the lack of response

A few months later, Clay demited from Freemasonry

BPrk Jk®s®s~|1é& @kp <k?2«k: [is®s~| ~p ?2"«®k?2 [9History|of FRénmLoAnsii New p ~2 4
<k@«k - D 43kk{"«~]2. A® ?2~23s5«®~p| | SONS2Z np.9@MaichI®K. ~z ®s~| ~a. Wrajeg
24|BID.
25|BID.

12

that




SITING ON-TFHE'FENCE

The worst years for American Freemaswearg abouto takeplace. Although artlasonic sentiment,
mosty in the upper easinstates of the Union, wassimmerindevelin 1822the flash point would not
occur until late 182&hen Masons in Batavia, New York kidnapped William Mafgamvas never seen
alive again. The fallout lasted for a demada half and the Institution dFreemasonrgppeared to be on
its way tablivion2é

Perhaps, had the 1822 call for a National Grand bodgeedcafter that scanda different perspective
would have emerged on the merit of the Egzecially in New York and Kentucky where the rapid
expansion of lodges and membership had skyrocketed.

From 1822 through 1832layfared no better, at least with
regard to his presidential ambitions. While he was defeated
by John Quincy Adams for the presidency in h&2vhs
appointedsecretargf State, whickvas considered a
steppingston® the presidenciielostthe 1832
presidentialaceto Andrew Jacksoin 1844, he lost his

third bid for the officeéo James K. Polk.

Masonic writers attenmpt to €
1824was because he was too busy with his political
responsibilities in Washington to continue any involvement
in Freemasonry in Kentucky. However, with eight Masonic
Lodges in the District of Columpidhat excuse is suspect
particularlyvhen it is examined in context with what else
was going@n in America at the time

26 Defoe.

27Ray Baker HaBesquTentennial History Of The Grand Lodge Free And Accepted Masons Distdct 98, A6I62, iixan81bdge District Of
Columbiblitps://Www.Dcgrandlodge. OrgtiiBesineemasonry. Hihakcessed January 2022. (Clay died in Washington in 1852. At the close of 1850, eigh
lodges were working, with a total membership of 405. The New Jerusalem Lodge No. 9 led with 62 mevitbéi'$:rReddrald; ddmeaNoodge No. 4,
58; Potoac Lodge No. 5, 36; Lebanon Lodge No. 7, 48; Hiram Lodge No. 10, 42; St. John's Lodge No. 11, 61; and National Lodge No. 12)
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It cannot besuccessfullgrgued that Clay was not busy over thetwerty yeardde ran for president in

three general elections, losing &ddts. firstpresidentidbss(in 1824 wasonly monthsfollowinghis demit

from Freemasonry. He also sembedsubsequefiur years in John Quincy Adar@dministration as
Secretary of Staendwasac cused of a oOcorrupt b3 Hgwasthedret o be
elected to the Senate in 188kre he served until 1842 when he resigned to again run for president in 1844.
After losing that presidential election, he returned to the Sett8where he served until his death in

1852

In his firstpresidential rac€laydisplayedhe eloquence and . :
intellectto become president, but not the prestige. In his Mas oni c wre it
_second, he waeellrespectedout not at th_e level of N status as'a Mason us
incumbent Andrew Jackson. However, in 1844, the politic

climate was ripe for victolye was evered by many as the ~ disregarded the need to sear
0Great Compromiser, 6 O0OFat't

. .an Sy
OFounder of 6inb88lbivgapher GRaage b.y C hrronicc l e “hi

Prenticcand many others, regar jgyolyement and commitmer® St
influential statesman in - for
final time, he came up shagainst James K. PolRlay lost alleged by Grand Secretar
the election of 1844 becausebied recoradf compromisg
and its accompanying rhetairienically led to inconsistencie Grand Lodge of Kentucky
andcharges dfiypocrisy in his candidacy, allowing the : :
opposition to successfully counter higbid Grant. Like most oMasoni

wr i ters, (Gr
Masonic writers celebratirt . . 1S
disregardhe need tsearch for anchronickhiso a ¢ t i v €lection to the office of Gran
zeal ouso6 i nvol v easwasllegedyn d : o
Grand Secretary of The Grand Lodge of Kentucky, H.B. as the evidence of his invc
Grant Likemost other Masonic writers, GragliedonC | a Also missed is the true co
election tahe office ofGrand Masteas the evidena# his . .
involvementAlso misseist he true conte: Cl ayds part.
participationn Masonnprior to, during, and following the
antiMasonic period in the United States that, in, @2
energy fronThe Morgan AffairThescandathrew fuel on anfilasonic sentimentharply reducingpe
reputatiorof the fraternity. The public slaughter of the once preeminent standing of the Institution
reverberated into the 184€susing the loss of over 60,000 members and thessdsiramy Lodges and
oneGrand Lodgé! Thosee v e nt s a fflitwecdecisidns &pibldicaldath.
BrzA .« ps@«® z~«« Pr« Na~" |0 @®rk ®s{k rk ik {ofthe®Raional RdpublicaBRdrtyin 832 s |

losing to Andrew Jackson, and finally as a Whig in 1844, losing to James A. Polk.
29 paul C. Nagehn Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Rivaié RBa2.

30 George D. PrenBaagraphy of Henry iddatford Samuel Hanmégphir.Jay Phelps, New Yorkjadt@3lacksérice Withetdenry Clae Downfall of
"{kasg”"i « bGankthe®lectidh of IBEACcI®20MBEPE:/[saundersfamilylibrary:-org/wp

content/uploads/2016/07/USHistoryProjectEssay, 8¢itbesegddianuary.2022

31Stephen DaRdergan: The Scandal That Shook Fr&measitope, 2009, John W. Bizeakde of Unreason: Dissecting the Infamy of The Morgan Affai
and Its Aftermiath * N4 4 ~" | i "®s~| 1T >kTs| q®~PF «ApRA%l ~| 2 By k ? 8% dHeBdilder MaBagiek & |- § ® -
February 1927, Volumald®ber 2. (The number of Masons in the United States dropped from 100,0006yta4 p©&06dowWewa ¥ork alone plunged

from 20,000 members to 3,000 and from 480 lodges to only 82. The largest dedédiginatadinli®@4rthe Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania conveyed its
property to trustees and did not reincorporatelomied8EYsey, 33 of 39 lodges closed their doors. Kentucky lost nearly half its members and lodges.
clergy were dismissed from their churches. Lodges were burnt and public Masonic participation at §,redisacniperdabfimddimgome

places disappeared. The Craft was characterized as a discredited intellectual society at best, andvdestgdtenshesemeisngeatager to join.
Masonry was accused of serving many members in place of g churehstotheex-p ®2 "k 2 kzsqgs~| 1 M {~2« ®r " *®
alcoholic beverages were used in its various ceremonies irritated a growing sensitivity on the subject of temperance.)
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Cl ay 6 s gesttysadetylmlstéred by his wédhownand wealthy clientsishighly publicized trials

(most of which he worf)jsreputation as a sheep, cattle, and horse braedigisrespected state and

national politicdeadershipoes not appear to all have been a result of only his competency and aspirations,
butalso a result dfis connections. Freemasonry presented the kind of connections and opportunities to
Clay, as it did many in that evhichwere beneficial to his caré&ay often sought out ways to increase his
connections.

Those willing to dwellonthe subjedt Cl ayds i nvolvement i n Freemas(
an attorney, landowner, businesspualitician and statesmasee the context of these events intersecting
with his demiind statements he woldtermake about Freemasonry as he
approached his second run for the presidency.
The context of the circumstances surrounding his demit appear to have
two causes. One, the failure of his status and reputation to move forward
the 1822 movement to establish a National Grand Lodge dashed the
opportunity for him to become the most viahledidatdor its
leadership. That failure closed the door on his involvement in
Freemasonrgsanything more than another Past Grand Master of one of
theseveral jurisdictions in the United States. Twealdghe pulse of
thegrowingantiMasonic mood ahe countryandsaw it as a
disadvantagas a national political figuvbo was planning a run for
president in 1824
Claymay not have se#ime advantage of bein§r@emasoin the 1824

electionput it did not seero beafactor inthe 1838 election when Andrew Jackseho was Past Grand

Master of Tennessee and a confirmed active and zealous Mason, won the. glaskdenayas elected not

only in that yeabut again in 1832 during the most volpéheod ofbrutal antiMasonic sentiment in the

nation.

Claycould not havéoreseen thdevastating consequenckthe

despicable evergurrounding th&idnapping and presumed murder

of William Morgan ilseptember 1826 in Batavia, New Y@fkat =)

came to be knowns as O0The Mor A s hook

Freemasonry to its very foundation, and the aftershocks linger to tl

day.

If one of C| argaoaso demit was to separate himself from the

fraternity during the earlier smoldering periods elMastnic

sentiments prior to The Morgan Affair in order to advance his

political appeal, he certainly demitted at the right time (two years

before that scandaccurred in Batavia, New York). No matter, the

antiMasonic mood of much of the country continued to greatly

complicate Clayds already 3di f es of

At one point, his 18Zemitseemed to offer him an opporturidy

gain the support @&frising third party in the United Staths, Anti
Masoitic Partys3that wouldaterhold a convention to draft a

2William Vaughn, Thévasbnic Party in the United Statd843826niversity of Kentucky Press, 1983.
33Ronald P. Formisano, Kathleen Smith Kutolowski, "Anti Masonry and Masonry: The G8ag&siséfcateQuag2ayNo.2, 1977.
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presidential nominee in 1882y although no longer a member of the fratedidynot seek theupport
of thatParty.

In 1831, he was askdd a leading advocate of the Amdisonic Party to write a letter denouncing Masonic
omi shuefler the belief that doing so would get
Party and the AnMasonic Part§¢. Even John Quincy Adams, a staunchMasion, concluded that Clay
could win the presidency [in 1832] if he would renounce M&sonry.

Although throughout his career, Clay had usually adibedrest means to the g@fiehe never publicly
repudiated Freemasopeyen during the height of the dvasonic sentiment in the country. Instead, he sat
on the fence. By doing so, he did not directly offend either side of thauiseaither did he gain ground in
his strategy to win the presidency.

I n spite of ddheogirgsh et roabceks tr enteoarnds to lavettakea stamah d , 6 h ¢

based on principles over politics. He did not write the suggested letter denouncing Freemasonry but insteg
wrote one that stressadonalignpdsition saying that Freemasodrp r acti cal ly does ne
harmé This seemed much different position to his early stand when he sai thatc ar e not a s

Masonry, 6 but would not r enoun &dside from thé eomtextual t o  ble

scenbf political fence sitting, Clayds |l etter, at
see that personaklinationssuch as Masonry or temperasbeuld be injected into politics and that such
matters should be private, individual decisionggadlidg to his conclusionh at opr i nci pl e a
both opposed to my meddling with it [Masodiy].

By 1828, the anltilasonic movement was picking up considerable steam across th& donsetof.the
causes pursued by the movementhegaevenion of any

membeirof the fraternityo senein anypublic office?

I nterestingly, Cltmthéwas per sonal papers show
perhaps formulating a responsthismounting
problem to his future candidacy as early as 1828

Peter B. Porter, a former U.S. CongressBsmnetary

of War under President John Quincy Adams, and at
the time, Speaker of the New York Assembly, was a
friend and ally of Cl ay.
organizer and key point man for New York in 1823
when Clay was anticipating his first runher
presidenc$t He would continue in that role for Clay
as he planned his candidacy for president in 1832.

34C. Francis, Men®@irdohn Quincy Adams: Comprising Portions Of His Diary From 1795 to 1848, Philadeldl@@4 Henhigpme sia&ipdapers:
17321927 Library of Congress, Manuscript Division (166,599), Repository Washington, D.C. https://hdl.| oc.goy/tdCmsgless Gonte| INbimber
mm78016105. (Richard Rush to Henry Clay, June 1, 1831).
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